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We have collected some of the more frequently asked questions about our services below.  If you don’t see 
what you’re looking for, please call us.  Our friendly and professional staff is eager to talk with you 
personally and answer any questions you might have. 
 
 
 
 
 
Is this legal?  
The Federal Government, under the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 40, Volume 17, and Parts 190 to 
259, Revised July 1, 1999 authorizes burial at sea. Specific guidelines for burial at sea are found in 
Section 229.1. In addition to the guidelines found in Title 40, there are specific permits required to 
deploy artificial reef material, and these permits are provided under the authority of the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Commission, the  Army Corps of Engineers, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the 
county from whose shore the deployments are made. Great Burial Reef has obtained the appropriate 
permits and approval from all of these municipal and governmental agencies. We also adhere to all 
aspects of the Privacy Act.    
 
How can I honor a loved one through Great Burial Reef? 
Honoring your loved one takes 5 simple steps. 
 

1. Contact Great Burial Reef to select and process payment for your Reef Memorial. A member of 
our staff will ship the Memorial Urn you have purchased to you, and will assist you with 
engraving instructions for the Memorial Plaque, which are stored in our vault until needed. 

2. Have the cremated remains sealed in the Memorial Urn by the crematory or funeral home of 
your choice.  

3. If you and/or others will be participating in the Placement and Dedication, we will assist you 
with logistical, travel and other arrangements to create your unique Great Burial Reef service. 

4. The Memorial Urn will be encased in a protective concrete shell, and then be permanently 
sealed within the Reef Memorial by divers. 

5. Shortly after placement, you will be provided with the precise GPS location of your Reef 
Memorial, and a DVD and professional photography of the placement. 

 
How can I purchase a Reef Memorial?   
You have a choice.  We are honored to work directly with you to purchase a Reef Memorial and plan 
your unique Great Burial Reef service, but we welcome referrals from any funeral director, cemetery 
or crematory operator as well. There is one simple contract to complete.   Once the paperwork is 
completed and payment is processed, you will be contacted immediately by a member of our staff, 
who will assist you and participate in all aspects of gathering your family and loved ones to participate 
in the placement and dedication of your loved one.  
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Why should I purchase a Memorial?   
When considering such an important decision as permanently placing a loved one’s remains or making 
arrangements for yourself in the future, consider the following benefits and values of Great Burial 
Reef: 
 

 Time – By already having Reef Memorials on the ocean floor, available for sale, your family 
controls how quickly they can perform their undersea living reef burial.  At-need placements 
can be made almost immediately after cremation, and scheduling is limited only by weather 
conditions. 

 Location – Before the decision to purchase, you will know exactly where the burial will take 
place. 

 Experience – The Great Burial Reef concept is not focused solely on the “product,” but rather 
the entire “experience,” with participation and involvement by your family to the extent you 
desire. 

 Dignity – Each Great Burial Reef service we create a dignified, individually-focused event, 
filled with rich tradition, ceremony, and dignity. 

 Environment/Community – By placing loved ones to rest in a Great Burial undersea living 
coral reef, you are, in essence, “creating life from death,” and helping the global community 
with all the associated benefits of underwater reef development.  

 Security – The placement is permanent, safer from vandalism and natural phenomena than 
other burial options, and will last for generations. 

 
Where is The Great Burial Reef? 
We are currently placing loved ones in The Great Burial Reef Sarasota, 1.8 miles west of Lido Key, near 
Sarasota, Florida.   
 
Permits and construction are underway for locations in St. Petersburg, Naples, and Ft. Myers, Florida.  
Long-term expansion plans include several locations along the eastern coast of Florida, and then to 
locations around the country. 
 
 
 
 
Can a Reef Memorial be relocated?   
At 4,000 pounds, once a Reef Memorial is permanently placed on the ocean floor, it cannot be moved. 
  
How long will the Reef Memorial last?   
The unique concrete memorial is designed to withstand most natural phenomena and marine activity, 
and will last for generations.     
 
Is there risk of damage or vandalism?   
Because the Memorial Urn is sealed within a niche in the Reef Memorial, the urn cannot be removed 
by natural or other forces. Memorial reefs are placed safely far below normal marine traffic. Reef 
placements are made on the authority of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission, the EPA, and the 
Army Corps of Engineers, to ensure their safe resting place in the ocean reef community for all time, 
and are placed in Federally protected areas.   
 
 
Can more than one person be memorialized in a single Memorial?   
Yes. Though the Reef Memorial is designed to honor a single individual, it can accommodate two 
individual urns, provided that they are placed at the same time.  An additional charge to cover the cost 
of the second Memorial Urn and Memorial Plaque is required. 

ABOUT THE REEF 
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Can others be placed in the same Memorial reef over time?   
The Reef Memorials are designed to accommodate the remains of a single individual.  Some Reef 
Memorials are cast with the capacity for dual placement (the remains of two individuals), but due to 
environmental constraints, the placements must be made simultaneously.   Some couples choose to 
“hold” the first urn until the second urn is ready for placement and make the placements at the same 
time, and other couples choose to purchase two adjacent Reef Memorials, making it possible to place 
each individual at separate times. 
 
Does all of an individual have to be memorialized?   
No.  It is possible to inter only a portion of the cremated remains of a loved one. We also permit the 
dedication and placement of an empty Reef Memorial if you wish to honor a loved one or friend 
without actually including the cremated remains of the individual.   
 
Can I have the Memorial Plaque engraved?   
Yes.  Each Memorial Plaque is hand engraved with the name and life dates of the person being 
honored. 
 
Can I visit the Memorial Reef?   
Absolutely.   In addition to our own regular visits, members of the governmental and scientific 
communities visit each reef routinely to chart the progress and growth of the reef community.  We 
encourage you to visit the reefs as well.  Most of our placements are well within diving depth, and we 
can provide more information about a dive visit.   Please keep in mind that touching or disturbing an 
active reef is counterproductive to reef growth, and strictly discouraged.   
 
Can I memorialize a pet?   
Absolutely. A community version of the Reef Memorial  is available for pet placement and dedication.   
Pet urns are placed quarterly in community Reef Memorials.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do the cremated remains get sealed in the urn? 
The Memorial Urn will be shipped or hand delivered (if local) either directly to you or your family’s 
representative, or to the funeral home/crematory handling the cremation.  The cremated remains of 
the individual being placed will then be sealed permanently within the urn.    If the urn is shipped, it is 
shipped in a returnable carton that contains a return, postage-paid label for shipment back to Great 
Burial Reef.  All urns are shipped via the U.S. Postal Service, return receipt requested, insured, and all 
shipping costs are included in the price of our services. 
 
How do I plan my Great Burial Reef service? 
A member of our staff will work with personally your family to schedule the undersea placement and 
dedication on a date that is mutually beneficial.  This includes any travel requirements, lodging, 
dining, ground transportation, and any special requirements for the day of placement. 
 
 
What can I expect on Placement and Dedication Day? 
The day of placement begins with the gathering of loved ones to board the private yacht that will take 
them to the reef site.  Military Honors will be rendered at this time, if applicable.  The family will 
receive a safety briefing, a tour of the yacht, and meet the diving team who will be making the 

ABOUT UNDERSEA BURIAL AND YOUR 
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placement.  Meeting the divers who make the placement gives tremendous peace of mind about the 
entire process.   
 
The family will then board the luxury yacht for the short trip to the reef site.  A staff member will 
accompany the family on the charter vessel, and will carefully see to comfort needs and provide 
detailed information about what they are watching. After a short cruise, the yacht will pull up at the 
reef site, and  carefully attach to the mooring buoy.   
 
How does undersea burial work? 
The process begins by a family member handing the urn to the lead diver, who will already be in the 
water.  The family watches as the divers carefully lower themselves and the Memorial Urn, which is 
encased in a permanent concrete shell, into the water.  The underwater placement takes about 30 
minutes to complete, and the entire process is photographed and videotaped. 
 
The divers descend slowly to the reef site, and move to the individual’s Reef Memorial.  After 
removing a ‘temporary’ concrete lid covering the burial niche chamber, the divers carefully place the 
urn in the chamber, place the permanent, six-inch concrete lid on top (to which the Memorial Plaque 
permanently affixed), and seal the lid with marine grade adhesive.  The adhesive sets in a matter of 
minutes, protecting the encased urn from natural and other elements forever.  The divers return to 
the surface only after the Reef Memorial is completely and eternally secure. 
 
During the underwater placement, a beautiful ceremony is conducted on the yacht, which includes a 
special reading and the opportunity for each family member to toss a white rose onto the reef site 
while the placement is being made. 
 
Once the divers are safely on board the placement vessel, and the family is secure, the yacht will 
depart safely for shore.  
 
What happens after placement? 
Each family we have the honor of serving becomes part of the living, growing Great Burial Reef family.  
We keep in touch based on each family’s desires.  Many families appreciate being able to view periodic 
updates of their loved one’s Reef Memorial.  Our divers return to the memorial reef often to 
document life’s progress on the reef, and these images and video are posted to our website 
periodically in a password protected area that families can access at any time.  In addition, each family 
member present will receive a customized DVD of their special day at sea, which includes all of the 
still photographs taken, and a special 8-10 minute film encapsulating the top-side Dedication 
Ceremony and footage from the underwater placement. 
 
How many family members can participate in the Great Burial Reef Service? 
Because the Great Burial Reef service is an intimate experience, our yacht comfortably accommodates 
small groups.  The yacht is included in the price of the Reef Memorial.  Should your family require 
additional vessel space, we will make arrangements for either a larger yacht or a second vessel, at a 
nominal additional charge. 
 
What should I know about my day at sea? 
Each family is different, and a member of our staff will assist you in creating the Great Burial Reef 
service that is fitting for your loved one and family.  Some general guidelines: 
 

 You will be on a moving boat.  We recommend comfortable clothing, and we require non-skid, 
non-marking shoes (i.e., no leather soles, no heels). 

 Plan for a trip lasting about 3 hours total from shore-to-shore to give yourselves adequate time 
to celebrate the life being honored. 
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 Bottled water, sodas, and a snack are provided; additional food and beverage are welcome, and 
we’ll be happy to assist with its purchase and/or service. 

 You are welcome to bring a camera.  We will provide professional photography and 
videography, but many families like to take their own photos as well. 

 If the weather forecast suggests rough seas or unpleasant conditions, we reserve the right to 
delay or reschedule your day at sea in order to maximize your comfort and safety, and the 
safety of our divers and crew.  

 
Can I dive with the divers and witness the placement? 
 
Absolutely.  If you have diving certification, we would be honored to have you accompany the diving 
team to the reef and witness the placement first hand.  We work exclusively with a well-known diving 
company, who can provide gear and tanks for a nominal fee. 
 
If you have never been on a dive and want to participate, our diving company offers an inexpensive 
two-hour “resort diving course” which will give you the required training and safety information to 
complete the short dive to the reef site and participate with the diving team.  The resort course will 
need to be completed within one week of Placement Day, and we’ll be happy to make those 
arrangements for you, and provide whatever gear and tanks you require to complete the dive.  Our 
diving company can also provide you with rental underwater cameras, should you wish to document 
your undersea experience. 
 
 
 
 
How do I know that my loved one is safe in the reef? 
We have spent years developing the idea of living coral reef burial.  We have worked extensively with 
marine biologists and a variety of governmental agencies to ensure that our process is 100% planet-
friendly, and that your loved one’s remains will be protected for generations.  We carefully document 
each step of your loved one’s placement, and you will have access to photographs and video of the 
placement through a private tribute page on our website. 
 
If I purchase Advance Arrangements, how do I know my services will be completed? 
Advance arrangements are a good idea, as they give you peace of mind that you’ll be taken care of 
when the time comes.  They also give your family peace of mind, knowing that you’ve documented 
(and paid for) your burial arrangements, and that your stated wishes will be honored.  If you choose to 
make Advance Arrangements, the funds you provide will either be placed in trust, or will be used to 
purchase an insurance policy that will pay out at the time of your death.  Regardless of the option you 
choose, the price you pay now is guaranteed to cover the expenses of your placement in the future, 
and whoever you designate to witness your placement will not bear any additional costs. 
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